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To the Right Honpurable Sir Charles 
Duncombe, Lord Mayor of London- 


MY LORD, BETTY I Wy ; 
Send this Sermon, now Printed, to Tour Lordſhip, at whoſe earneſt and 
repeated Deſire I Preach d it; for whom 1 profeſs my ſelf, on many 
Accounts, to have a particular Regard; and whom Iſhall, at all times, 
be ready, in all Chriſtian Services, to obey, 8 
Ilineſs, and ot her Reaſons, with which it i unnec eſſary to trouble the 
World, or Your Lordſhip, have jo long retarded the Publication of this 
Diſcourſe, that it may ſeem leſs proper, and ſeaſonable, in One or Two 
Paſſages of it Thoſe, I mean, where a near ProſpeR of Peace is mention- 
ed. For it hath pleas'd God, fince it was Preach'd, to remove that great 
Bleſſing farther from us, and place it more out of fight ; not, I hope, with- | 
out a merciful Intention of giving us, in his good time, what we have not 
nom asd in ſuch a ſolemn manner as became us; aud of enhanſing the 
Value of the Gift, by the Delay of it. I am ſure, how long ſoever we may 
wait for it, it will be 1 much ſooner than we ſhall deſerve it. 


The Subject of this Diſcourſe, is Charity; and the Deſign of it is, to ftir 
up the Minas of theſe, whom God's good Providence hath bleſs'd with great 
Abundance; and, by that means, with a power of bleſſing many others . 
On this Account (without other conſiderations ) Icould not have pitch'd 
on A Name, to which I have inſcrib d it 8 than that of your 
Loraſtip. T offer it to You, my Lord, with all the Reſpe# that becomes 
me; and with hearty Wiſhes, that the earthly Felicities you poſſeſs, may, 
by your wiſe and good Uſe of chem, lead to the Enjoyment of thaſe which 
are Eternal, I am Wm en Fan 


Humble Servant, 


June 11. 1709. 


-» 


Francis Atterbury. 
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HES E Words are part of our Saviour's Parable; 

* concerning the Traveller, that fell among Thieves, 
0 frippd, and wounded him, and left bim half 
dead. It happen'd, that ſome. Paſſengers ſoon afterwards 
came that way, and, among the reſt a Levite; ho hear- 


iS 


21. | 


ing the Groans of the wounded Perſon, or, perhaps, having 


an obſcure view of him at a diſtance, came nearer to inform 


himſelf more particularly of the Mattet: And, when he had 
done fo, ſtay'd nor to aſſiſt, or comfort that miſerable Man; 
but retir d immediately, and purſu'd his Journey. He came, 
and looked on bim, and paſſed by on the ot ber ſide: It ſeems to 
be intimared in theſe Words, that this Paſſenger felt ſome 
degree of Concern, at the ſight of fo moving an Object, and 
therefore withdrew himſelf in haſt, as not being willing to 


indulge it. Doubtleſß, he was not void of all Compaſtion, 


nor ' wholly ignorant of his Duty in ſuch a Caſe; but he 
made a ſhift to excuſe himſelf from the neceſſity of per- 
forming it. His, Journey might require the utmoſt haſte, 
* and why ſhould he interrupt it to no Purpoſe ? For he 
"could be of no uſe to the wounded Perſon, nor had any 
©. manner of Skill in Surgery: Ic was poſſible that the ſame 
«© Band of Robbers might light upon Him alſo, if he ſtay d 
«© longer in that place, or, perhaps, there might be a feint, 
© a Contrivance in the matter, to draw him into ſome ſecret 
* Ambuſh. © By ſuch Pretences ds theſe he ſeems to have 
ſatisfy'd himſelf, and ſtiflled the Sentiments, which Natural 


Pity and Religion could not but ſuggeſt to him: He came, 


and looked on the ftripp'd and woumded Traveller, and paſſed 
by on the other fide. A lively Image, this, of the Indiffe- 
rence and Neglect, with which too many of us, too often 
look on real Objects of Charity z and of the Excaſes, by 


which we endeavour to juſtifie ſuch Neglects, and to deceive - * 
our ſelves into an Opinion, that they are not culpable! lx 


ſhall be my Buſineſs, in what follows, to conſider the Pleas, 
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that are commonly made uſe of to this Purpoſe, and to ſhew 
the Inſufficiency, and Weakneſs of them. For, indeed, thels 


are the moſt ordinary, and moſt effectual·IMpediments 88 


Exerciſe of Charity, Tis not, becauſe we are ignorant of 
the important Nature of this Duty, and of the great Sgreſa 
that is laid upon it in Scripture z of the Motives which in- 


vite, and of the Obligations which bind us to the Peſpr- 


mance of it: I fay, it is not on any of theſe g ccounts that we 


neglec che Practice of Charity; but becauſe we took upon, 
our ſelves, AS exempred-fr om the general Rule, by: ver toe gf 
ſome Halle Pleas and Pretenges, which we ſet up ; and which. 


I ſhall now, therefore particularly enumerate, and examin: 
not without an Eye, alſ along, on thoſe Excellent Inſtituti. 
ons of Charity, which it is the peculiar Deſign, of this Anpual 
Solemnity to Promote and. Encourage. ö 

. 4 : # kg 5 L361 FA 
I. And the Fuſt and chief Plea, under which Me 
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| 546 en gene 
rally take Shelter, is that of Inabiluy. * Their 89 


& ces will not permit them to become Bene factors . the pübr 
« lick Weight of Taxes, the general Decay of -Troffick,, and 
© ſome particular Loſſes, they ha ve felt, of heavy upon them; 
their Families, and their Creditors do of Right lay claim 
* to all they poſſeſs; and it would be an Injury to both, 
© ſhould they otherwiſe diſpoſe of ir: The Care of the Poor 
© is not committed to them, but to the Rich, and Proſpe- 
« rous, and Childleſfſs. CON Pe gre? 
Now, it is true, that from the ſe the moſt bountiful Sup- 
lies are expected; Theſe are the great Springs, that chiefly 
Feed the general Current, of Charity; for to whom much u 
given, of them ſhall be much required. Luke xii. 48. How 
ever, there is ſtil] a proportion due even from thoſe, who are 
not bleſs'd with their Affluence; and, before we can excuſe 


23 


our ſelves from paying it, it will behove us 10 conſider — 


Whether there be no unneceſſary Expences, that we ſupport 

. S323 Sek 5 . g*V 3 

ſuch as are unſutiable ta our Circumſtances, and the Duties o 
our Rank and Station do not require; whether we are not too 
L p K-46 +] bak @ 322 $3147 
Magnificent and Sumptuous in our Table, and Attendance; 
in our Attire, and Furniture; in our Houſes, and Gardens 
of Pleaſure; Whether we do not ſquander away ſome mu 
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of kr Fortune ar Play, or indulge eee geg which 
elits up all we have to ſpare from the teaſonable Convenien= 


cies of Life, and de zul Demarids of our Family. For, if a- 
ny ol theſe be the caſe, we have no right to plead Inabiluy, 
ia teſpect of worksof Mercy; which our Faults, and dur Fol- 


lies only hinder us from promoting; bur ought ire! yto 
retrench thoſe ſuperfluous Rxpences,' 4 order to quay y our 
ſelves for the Exerciſe of Chariry) tw 77 | 

The Public Burt bens, tho? they ni bd 4 good Reaſon 
for our not expending ſo much in Charity, as perhaps we 

might other iſe do, yet will not juſtify us in giving nothmg, 
eſpecially, if, as thoſe Burthens increaſe, we take care to im- 


prove in our Ftugality and Diligence; un which al- 
of War, and 


ways become us, but more particularly i in ti 
publick Expence; however a diſſolute People, hom God 
(in ſpight of all their Vanities and Vices) has bleſ#d with 
Succeſs, may at preſent diſregard them. 

Our private Loſſes, aud Ai fort unes, may indeed pape k⸗ 
fy us for Oharity: bur it were worth our while, ſerionlly to 
reflect, whether they might not originally be in forme mea- 
ſure owing tothe want of it; I:mean, whether ſuch Loſſes 
may not have been inflicted by God, as a juſt Putiſhment of 
our former Avarice and Unmercifulieſs, when we had it more 
in our Power than now ( and yet had it as little in our Will) 
to be Charitable. And if ſo, can we take a ſurer, or nearer 
way towards repairing choſe Loſſes, than by beraking our 
ſclves to the practice of that Duty, the Omiſſion of which 
occaſionꝰd them? For the Lips of Truth have ſaid; He that 
giveth unto tbe Poor ſhall not lack. Tbe Liberal Soul ſhall be 
made Fat; and be t bat watereth, ſhall be watered ago him- 
Jelf Prov. xxviii 27. xi. 25. 


Our Chilaren' and Families have indeed a Ripht to iber | 


our Fortùnes; but not altogether in excluſion to the Poor, 


who have alſo a Right (even God's Right) to partake of 


them. As, therefore, we ought not to defraud our Children, 


for the ſake of the Poor; ſo neither ought we to rob the 


Poor of their Share, for he ſake of our Children: for” this 


4 kind of Sacrilege, and m_ prove an eating Canker, and 
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a conſuming Moth in the Eſtate that we leave them · Have 
thy Children a due Senſe of Religion? They will be pleaſed, 
that thou haſt made a pious diſpoſal of ſuch a part of thy For- 
tunes, as will ſanctiſie and ſecure: the reſt, to them: Are 
they Ungracious and Diſſolute? Thou haſt the leſs reaſon in 
thy Charitable Diſtributions to regard them; who, perhaps, 
when thou art gone, will be the moſt forward to tax the need- 
leſs Parſimony, and will ſpend in Riot, what was ſavd by 
Uocbharitablen eee. 4 | | 
Out of a tender Cancern, therefore, for the Welfare of thy - | 
Family ; that very Concern, which makes thee ſhut thy hand 
to the Poor, open it, and ſcatter among them a proper Por- 
tion of the good things of Life; and be not Faithleſs, but 
Believing, that Thou, and They, fhall be Bleſſed in thy Deed: 
for there is that Scattereth, and yet Increaſeth ; and yet there is 
that withboldeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to Poverty, 
Prov. xi. 24. 10 5236 
A s to the Excuſe drawn from the Demands of Creditors, if 
it be real, it is unanſwerable; for no Alms can be given, 
but out of what is properly our own ; and nothing is our 
_ own, but what remains to us, after all our juſt Debts are ſatiſ- 
fy'd. However, there is one ſort of Debt, which, to whom- 
ſoever it is owing, can only be paid to the Poor; I mean, 
when, in the courſe of our Dealing, we have either done 
Wrong ignorantly, or have afterwards ſorgotten the Wrong, 
which we at firſt knowingly did; or have not within our Me- 
mory, or Reach, the Perſons to whom we did it. In ſuch 
Caſes, all the Reparation we are capable of making, is, to 
beſtow what was thus gotten by Injuſtice, on proper Objects 
= of Charity. Which is agreeable to the good Pattern ſet by 
47 Zacchaus; Bebold, Lord, ſays he, the half of my Goods 1 
5 give to the Poor, and if I bave taken any thing from any 
Man——1 reſtore bim four-fold. Luke xix. 8. He reſolves 
to make Perſonal Reſtitution, where the Wrong can be dif- 
cover'd, and the wrong'd Perſon reach d: and, where they 
cannot, to make the beſt Amends in his Power, by ſubſtitu- 
- ting the Poor in the room of the injur'd Party. An Exam- 
* ple, worthy to be imitated by all thoſe, who are Conſcious, 
or 
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or jealous, that ſome unlawtul-Gain may (like the Nail be- 
#wixt the Jeyning uf the Stones) have ſtuck {al to them, Be- 
term bying and ſelling. The beſt way of ſatisfying that 
Debt ( which deſerves to be conſider'd as well as other Debts) 
it, by caſting à Sin- Offering (as it were) into ſome of 
thoſe Publick Funds and Receptacles of Charity; which are 
not mote uſeful to the Poor, than to the Rich of this great 
City: for if they aſtord the one Relief, they give the other 

alſo (what they ſometimes may, in order to the Quiet of 

their Conſciences, equally want) an happy Opportunity of 
beſtowing it. 5 
Hlitherto of the firſt Excuſe for Uucharitableneſs, drawn 
from pretended Inability; which l have conſider d the more 
largely, in its ſeveral Branches, becauſe it is, of all others, 
the moſt General and prevailing Illuſion: I proceed now to 
reckon up other Pleas and Preteaces, which, not being of 
equal weight, ſhall be handled more briefly, For, 

II. There are thoſe that plead Unſettled times, and an I 
Proſpect of Affairs, (whether wrongly, or rightly, is not the 
Caſe; but there are thoſe that plead theſe things) as Impe- 
diments to the Exerciſe of Charity. For, in ſuch an uncer- 
tain World, who. knows but that he may want to Morrow. 
what he gives to day? Who knows, what the fate of theſe pub- 
lick Charities may be, which are now ſo fair and flouriſhing? 
But, if this be a good Objection, it will at all times equal- 
ly hinder us from abounding in the Offices of Charity; ſince 

there is no time, when we may not entertain ſuch Conjectures 
as theſe, and alarm our ſelves with ſuch Fears and Fore- 
bodings. He, that obſer ueth the Wind, ſhall not ſow; and 
be thut regardeth the Clouds, ſhall not reap, ſays the Wiſe- 
man, Eeclef, xi. 4. in this very Caſe, and of theſe very pre- 

tences : He that too curiouſly obſerves the Face of the Hea- 
vens, and the Signs of the Times, will be often with-held 
from doing that which is abſolutely neceſſary to be done in 

the preſent Moment; and, by miſſing his Seed-time, will 
loſe the hopes of his Harveſt. - And therefore, the Counſel 
there given by the ſame Pen is, In the Morning ſow thy Seed, 


and in the Evening wit bold not thy Hand : for thou Ano 
| A 4 | Ane, 


($) 
not, "arts ſhall proſper, "eitber-rÞis; onthut'y or whether | 
they both ſhall be alike good Eccl. xi G. Neglect no oppor· 
tunity of doing good, nds check thy deſwe of doing i it, byla 
vain Fear of what may happen to thy ſelf, or to others, afiet 
thou haſt done it. 1: 15 not for Thee to know #he'Times and the 


Seaſons which the Father bath put in bis um Power,” Acts i. 7. 


This only thou knoweſt, that the preſent Seaſon, what ever 
it be, is a Seaſon of Benificence. Do! thy Duty in it, and 


leave the Event to Providence: for whether thy work \proſ- 


per, or not, Thou thy ſelf ſhalr ſurely proſper tor the ſake'of 


ie, and not miſs of thy Reward. Ihe bleſſed Jeſas went about 


doing good under all the difcouraging circumſtances imagina- 
ble. Let us imitate bis Example, and repreſyour Curioſity as to 
the Iſſues of things, by carrying ever in out Ears the Re- 
proof he gave to the over. inquiſitive Diſciple, What is that 
70 thee, follow thou me! John xxi, 22. If we will not i 


the good rbings of Life to others, till we are ſatisfy d that we 


ſhall never want them our ſelves; we mult wholly ſhut up 
our Hands, and harden our Hearts towards the Poor: for uo 
Man, not even the moſt Wealthy, and Great, and Powerful 
among the Sons of Men, is exempt fromthe Chances of Hu- 
man Life, and the Viciſſitudes of Fortune. If we will not 
encourage publick worles of Beneficence, ill we are ſecure; 
that no Storm ſhall overturn, what we help to build; there 
13 no room for any Exhortationsto Charity ſince there is no 
guarding againſt ſuch'H.zards and Accidents. However, 
(bleſſed be God!) thoſe Charities which we now meet to 
promote, do; of all others, the leaſt lye open to ſuch Excepti- 


ons, and Surmiſes. For they? are not New-fangled Devices 


of yeſterday; whereof we have had no Knowledge, no Ex- 
perience; but are (molt of them) as old as the Reformation 
it ſelf, and have flouriſh'd together with it, and by it: ſo that, 

after above an 4 ge and an halts Trial of them, we can judge 


ſurely of their uietul nature and tendency, and ſafely Propheſy 
their continuance, They bave ſtood the Teſt of all Times 
and Revolutions; even of ſuch as ſcarce ſpar'd any thing that 
was truly Sacred and Venerable. When Sacrilegious and 
Rebellious Hands had raſed the Church, (ven to nbe Fouila- 

tion 
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tiion thereaf, £1 and laid the Hoopur ef the Crown low an che Duft:; yet Qill, 
drag with a Reverence lor tbeſd-apſol-Cbariries, they datferid them ts 
ſtand undiminuſh d, untouch d. amidſt the common ſtums : and what 
the Malice and Frenzytof that time ſpar d, we have Reaſou to hope, m 
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continue for ever But 78 u men 1 Swot e 

III. There are many Men ſenſible enough of their Obligations to Cha- 
rity, and reſoly'd; ſome time or gther, to diſcharge them: but they de- 
fire to be excus d from that Dut for the preſent, and put it off, perhaps, 
to àa Vl, and a Death Bed, and think it ſufficient, if they begin to do 

good in the World, any time before they leave it. A very fatal Error l 

and very fruit ful of ill Conſequeneęs! For a Death» Bed Chatity is no bet - 

ter, in its kind, than a Death Bed Repentance; which ought not indeed to 

be neglected (becauſe it is the belt thing we can do in thoſe Circumſtan- 
ces,) but yet cannot be rely d on. Seldom do either of them proceed 

from a true Principle of Goodnels ;z nor are they ouing to à Love of 

Vitue, but to a Fear of Puniſnment. However, God forbid that I ſhould 

condemn, or diſeourage either of them; any farther than is requiſite to 

awaken us into an eaxliar Senſe of our Nuty, and of the Dangers with 

which ſuch Delays are attended: Indeed-when a Man has liv'd in the 

Practice of Charity, he may alſo dye in it with Comfort. But of what 

greit Worth can that Sacrifice be, | which we never had the Heart to offer, 

cill it was going to he ſuatch d out of ger Hands ? If we part with that 

only, which we can keep no longer hat thant have: we 2 Whatſvever 
we;employ' in Charxable Utes, during our Lives, is given away from our 
ſelves ; hat we-bequeath at our Deaths, is given from othors only, our 
neareſt Relations, and Friends, who, elſe, would enjoy it. Beſides, how 
many teſtamentary Charities have been Defeated, by the Negligence, or 
Fraud of Execmors 2 By the Suppreſſion of a Will? The Subornation 6f 
Wirveſſes, or the cortupt Sentence of a judge? How prepoſterous is it, 
ne ver to ſet about Works of Charity, whild we our ſelves can ſce them 
per form d; and then only to intend the doing them, when it will be in 
the Power of 290ther; to truſtrate this good lutention? Nay, but be thou 
thine own Executor, in ſuch caſes, as much as is poſſible. Inure thy 
ſelf betimes to the Love and Practice of good Deeds: for the longer 
thou deferreſt to be acquainted with them, the leſs cvery day thou wilt 
find thy ſelf diſpos d to them. Age at ſelf; that weakens all other Paſſi- 
ons and Deſires, adds to our Unnatural love of Mony ; and makes us 
then moſt fondly hug and retain the good things of Life, hen we have 
the leaſt Proſpect, our ſelves, of enjoying; them, He only, who” tarh. 
bad an early Reliſh ofthe Pleaſures of Benefizence, vill then be perſua- 
ded to abound in it; will be ready to gi ue, glad to diſtribute. Wheres 
fore, teach thy ſelf this Leſſon, while it is to be taught; and begin this 
very day to practiſe it, by ſetting apart ſomething out of tay Stock, for 
the Uſe of ſome one ot theſe Excellent Charitys; which require Sop- 
plies from Day to Day: and why, then, if thou art nôt unable, and doſt 
ever intend, ſhouldſt thou at all deter, to beltow them? Again, | 
LY W. Is 
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W. It is-tlledg'd, that the increaſe of Charity, tends oſten to the in 


.creafing and multiply ing the Poor; and by that means, proves a Miſchief 
to the Commonwealth, inſtead of a Support and Benefir. And it muſt 
be allow 'd, that with regard to our private Diſtributions of Charity, 
there may be ſome truth in the Obiervation. The Proneneſs of good 
Men to commiſerate Want, in whatſoever ſhape it appers and from what- 
ever Cauſe it may ſpring; their Kaſineſs to relieve Cheats and Vaga- 
bonds, and to be wrought upon by the Importuni ties of Clamarous Beg- 
gars, are doubtleſs, one Reaſon, why our Poor are fo numerous; and en- 
courage many to depend upon the Merciful tor their Support, who might 
otherwiſe ſeek it from their own Induſtry and Labour. And therefore of 
the Charity, which we this way beſtow, much, I fear, is miſapply d; and 1 
would far rather be an Advocate for the Retrenchment, than the Increaſe 
of it. But in our Pulick Charities, ( ſuch particularly as adorn this 
great City, and beautify this Solemnity) there is no danger of Exceſs, 
no room to fear, leſt, by the overflowing Bounty of BenefaQtors, they 
ſhould ever ſwell beyond the Neceffiries of thoſe, who have a real occaſion 
for them. For they are not like the Charitable Foundations in the Church 
of Rome, whoſe. Number, Wealth, and dazling Splendor, exceeds all the. 
Demands, and the Defign of Charity, and raiſes Envy rather than Com- 
paſſion, in the breaſts of beholders. Theſe are, indeed, ſuperfluous Chari- 
ties; conveniences to private Perſons, but of no real Advantage to the 


Publick: inſtead of being Recepracies for the truly Poor, they tempt 
Men to pretend Poverty, in order to ſhare the Advantages of them, The. 


Charitable Inſtitutions, for which 1 plead, are of of another Nature and 
Tendency ; calculated, not for Oſtentation, but Uſe; to anſwer the chief 
ends of Human Nature: and che more, therefore, they are enlarged, the 
more uſeful ſtill will they be; nor can the liberal Hand ever be too libe- 
ral in ſupplying them. At leaſt, that cannot happen, till ſome Ages 
hence, when therefore, it will be time enough to enter on ſuch a Con- 
fideration, The WS BRIT 2 154 I 

Vch and laſt thing (I ſhall mention) by which we are apt to excuſe our 
Backwardneſs to good Works, is, the ill Succeſs that bath been obſerv'd to 
attend well defign'd Charities; with relation both to the Objects on which 
racy are plac'd, and the Hands through which they are convey'd. The 
firſt do otten prove unworthy of our Bounty, and the latter may ſome- 
times divert and miſapply it. But, what then, ſhall we be diſcourag'd 
from any Attempt of doing good, by the poſſibility of our failing in it? 
How many of the beſt things, that were ever done in the World, would, at 
this rate, have been left unattempted ? Our part is, to chuſe out the 
moſt diſerving Objects, and the moſt likely to anſwer the ends of our 
Charity; and when that is done, all is done that lies in our Power : the 
ret muſt be left to Providence. What we beftow on theſe Occaſions, is 
given by us, not as wnto Men, but az unto God; for his ſake, and in 


odedience to his Commands. And, with bim, the value of our Gift de- 


peads not on the Succeſs of it: for it is true in this Senſe alſo, * the 
N ä | 27 
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Apoſtle affirms, That, f there be firſt a willing Mind, it ig accepted, ac? 
cording to that a Man hath, and not according to that he hath-not 2 Cor. 
8. 12. cording to that a Man hath, i. e. 2 ſincete intention of do- 
ing good; and net according to that he hath not in his Power, the effe- 
ual accompliſkmenr-of that latention. Shall we repineat a little miſplac'd 
Charity, We who.coeuld no way foreſee the effect; when an All: knowing All- 
wiſe Being, (whom it is our Duty, and our Happineſs, to imitate) ſhow- 
ers down every Day his Benefits on the Unthankful and Undeſerving ? 
For he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil, and on the Good, and ſendeth 
Rain on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt, Matth. v. 45. He bath bleſſed Us, 
even Us, the moſt Sinful and Ungrateful People in the World, with Vi- 
Rory, and Triumphs, and a near Proſpect of Peace, beyond not only our 
Deſerts, but our very hopes, and without any probabilitF® of our employ- 
ing theſe Bleſſings to the good purpoſes, for which they were intended 
I meap, the Advancement of his Glory, and the Salvation of our own 
Souls. Be ye therefore merciful, as your heavenly father alſa is merci- 
ful; Mat. v. 48. evea to Objects, that may, perhaps, prove unworthy 
of your Bounty, and never anſwer the Deſign ot it. And yet this I muſt 
ſay, in behalf ot ſcveral of. thoſe ways of well : doing, which are now re- 
commended to you, that they are of all others, molt likely to attain their 
end, and to bring forth Fruit; Thoſe, I more particularly mean, which 
relate to the Education f Poor Children. For the Force of Education 
is ſo great, that by the means of it, we may mould the Minds and Man- 
ners at the Young into what Shape, -what Form almoſt we pleaſe; and 
give them the impreſſions of ſuch Habits, as ſhall ever atterwards remain: 
And therefore, in the promoting of this ſort of Charity, we act under 


' the pleaſing View, and, indeed, under the utmoſt aſſurance of Succeſs ; if 


a due care be but taken by thoſe, who have the Conduct of our Bounty. 
And it W a certain Proof, that ſuch a care hath always been taken by 
the Worthy Governors of Theſe, and the reſt of the City Chari» 
ties; that they have thriven, and proſper d gradually from their 
Infancy, down to this very day: as they could never have done, if the 
Integrity and Prudence, and Godly Zeal of thoſe, by whom they were 
Adminiſtred, had not been as conſpicuous all along, as the Excellence 
aud Uſefulneſs of the Charities themſelves. To this wiſe Management it 
is owing, t hat the Stream of Beneficence, which at firſt was not great, 
hath; by ſeveral Rivulets, which have ſince fallen into it, in its courſe, 
wonderfully enlarg'd its Current, and grown wider and deeper ſtill, the 
the farther it hath flow d. Even at rhis day there are not wanting ſome, 
who, ſtruck with the Beauty and Uſefulneſs of theſe Charitys, and ob- 
ſerving the Care and Fidelity with which they are directed, break through 
all the Difficalrys and Obſtructions that now lye in the way towards ad- 
vancing then. Notwithſtanding the general decay of Traffic, and the 
growing weight of Taxes, and che many Rival Charitys which have been 
lately Erected; notwithſtanding an Univerſal Diſſolution of Manners 
under which we groan; notwithſtanding the prevalence of n and 
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prophaneneſs, and of that Irrilgious Seorn, with which 200d Men, and 
Defigns are no publickly treated; yet ſtill 1 ſay there are ſome, who 
pleaſe themſelves in patronizing and encouraging theſe uſeful Defias; 
and in rendring them every day more uſeful, and more amiable; May | 
God continue the Zeal, of ſach Perſons,” and inerenſe their Number! 
It will, Lam perſuaded. condace to this end, to haves true Account 
of rhe preſent! State and Wants of the ſeveral Foundation of en bes 
lopging' ro > this City, now laid before ou. W 
Here the RRKFEOR T was read. Teh 
You dive heard, what the preſet. Condition, and Eiigencicn of theſe 
ſeveral Charities are; and I doubt not but you are diſpos d, and refolv'd; 
according to your feveral Abilities, to do ſomewhat towards the Supply 
of them. Vouf own mercifol Temper, and the Application, I have al- 
ready made, of what has been offer d, under each particular Heud of 
Diſcourſe, might render a ſolemn and em d Exhortation ncedleſs, You 
are thoroughly acquainted with the extenfive Nature and Influence of 
theſe Admirable Deligns ; and poſſeſt wich a true Senſe of their Beauty, 
and Uſefulneſs: Tou have a ncar and daily Experience of the Upright- 
 nefs, Wiſdom, and Frogality with which they are conducted; The pity- 
able Perſons, reliev'd in theſs ſeveral ways, are conſtantly under your 
Eye, and Obſervation; and theretore J do, in their Behalf, appeal to 
your own Knowledge, and very Senſes, which perſuade more powerfully 
rhan any Arguments: If the moving ObJeQs themſelves, with which you 
familiarly converſe. be not. eloquent enough to raiſe Compaſſion, mere 
Words, I fear, will ſcarce be effectual. However, for the ſake of thoſe, 
who have not ſuch affecting Opportunities, and yet may be well- inclin d 
to Works of Mercy; ſomewhat I ſhall ſay of the ſeveral Inſtances of 
Charity, to which the Report (no read to you) refers. 
There is a Variety in the Tempeis even of good Men, with relation to 
| te different "Impreſſions they receive from different Objects of 
: Charity. Some berſons are more eaſily and ſenſibly touch'd by 
one ſort of Objects, and ſome by another: But there is no Man, 
who in the variety of Cbaritys now propos d, may not meet with 
i that which is beſt ſuited to his Inclination, and which of all others 
; he vould moſt deſire to promote and cheriſb. For here are the Wants of „ 
2 grown Men, and Chileren; of the Soldier, the Seaman, and the Artift- A 
cer: of rhe Diſeas'd, the Maim d, and the Wounded. ;1 of Diſtracted Per- d 
* ſone, and Condemn'd Criminals of ſturdy wandring Beggars, and looſe diſ- M 
4 orderly Livers; nay, of thof: v ho counterfcit Wants ol all kinds, while | 2 
= they really want nothing but due Correction and hard Labour; at one e 
view, repreſented to you. And ſurely, ſcarce any Man, who hath an Fl 
Heart capable of Teuderneſs, can come and look on all theſe fad: Specta- . 
cles at once; and then paſs by an the ot her N. Want gata a = 
mercifel Hand to relieve any of them. 
Some may delight in building for the Uſe of the poor; others in Pad p. 
ing, and eloarhing them, aad in taking care that Manual Arts be taught ra 


them: Some, in providing Phyſick, Diſcipline, or Exerciſe for their Bo- & 
| dies; | 
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| 6 z:9thers, in procuring the Improvement. of theit Nuran uſeſal Know 
Hledge: Some may pleaſe themſelves in redrefling the Mi chiefs ocgaliond, 
I\.by the Wicked Poor; , others, in preventing thoſe Miſchiefs, by tcuring 
Ihe Innocence of Children and by imparting'to/rhem the Habe Be” 
| fing of a Virtuous: and Pious Education: Finally, fame! may: place their 
nt chief ſatisfaction in giving ſeeretly what) is to be diſtributed; Others, ia 
e- | being the open ang ayon'd, Iaſtruments of making and. jnſpeging ſuch, 
12 {| Diftributions, And whoever is particularly diſpos'd ro any one) or mort 
7, | of theſe Methods of Benificence, may (I fay,) within the Compaſs of 
fe | thoſe different Schemes of Charity, which! have been propotd; find room 
d, | enough to exerciſe his. Chriſtian Compaſhan, To go over them parcis 


ty cularly | S 11 el 9 20 TX 41 2 Cv 
of God, and a fit Praftice of 
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| HIGH iG neee 
yo FHaſt thou been Egucated in the Fear of God | ice 6 
of | Virtue? Was thy tender Age fenc'd en every way trom Jafeion - 
du | by the care of wiſe Parents and Maſters? An#Thall nor a gratefu? Reh of 
of | thy on great Felicity in that reſpect, render thee ready a uA f pros / 
Ys cure the ſame Happine ſa fur others, wha, equally, need it ?; Shall it not 
t- | wake thee the common Guardian. 35 it were, of Poor: Orphang, -whoſe 
y» Minds are left as Uccloach'd and Naked altogether, as, their Bodies; 
ur | and who are expos'd to all the Temptarions' of Igvorance, Want, ade 
to Idleneſs? 4 1 „ be OGW ANTS 10” eye 
ly Art thou a true Lover af thy Country? Zealaus for its Religions and 
Civil latereſts? and a qhearful Contrihutor to all thoſe reien reg 
which have been thought neceſſary to 1:cure them, againſt the Ar 
rempts of the Common Enemy apd Oppreſſer? is the near Frofpect of 
all the Bleſſings of Pedce welcome and deſtrable to thee Zund wilt Thou 
not bear a tender regard to all thoſe, who have ſoſt their Health an 
the in Limbs in the rongh RE Youu to ſecure theſę By to 
they t Canſt thou y one of them ſye by the way, as.it were, ſtrip- 
ped ma Wounded, 4 half dead; and yet paſt by , er We: 
withour doing as much for thy Friend, as that goed Samavitin did fbr 
his Enemy, When he had Compaſſion on hum, and went th Ut 
up his Wounds, pouring in Oyl and Hine, and brought hm zo un inn (or 
Houſe of Common Reception ; ſo the Mord, ado s fignifies)oud | 
tool cart of bim J 1098 1 oO vet denn 0 
Have tby reaſoning Faculties been eclips'd at / any 20 by ſome acci- 
dental ſtroke ? by the mad Joys of Wine, or the Exceſs: of Religious 


7 e 


1 Melancholy ? by a Fit of an Apoplexy, or the Rage of a burnjag Fever ? 
© | andhaft thou, upon thy Recovery, been made ſenſible, ro whine wreecb- 
C ed State that Calamity reduc'd thee? ang hat a fad SpeRacle to all thy 
ö 


Friends and Acquaiotance, it render d thec? And ſha il not this Afflicti- 
* on which thou haſt felt thy ſelf, or perhaps obſer vd in others, who were 
* | near and dear to thee ; ſhall it not lead thee to Comqiſerate all choſe, 
5 vho labour under a ſettled Diſtraction ? ho are ſhut out from all the 
; pleaſures and advantages of human commerce, and even degraded from the 
„az of reaſonable Cre atures; Wult chou not make theit Cate thine? ood 
* A * | | — 
' U . 


| and ſaid unto them, Suffer the little Children to come unto me, 
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„ 
take pity upon them, who cannot take plty upon themſeyes # 
Wilt thou not contribute to the belt of thy Power, either 
towards reſtoring the defac'd Image of God upon their Souls; 


while, under a Charitable Confinement, where human Na- 
ture may be reſcu'd from that Contempt, to which ſuch Ob- 
jects expoſe it ? N $3 ITY 

Once more; Haſt thou ſuffer'd at any time by Vagabonds 
and Pilferers ? hath the Knowledge or Opinion of thy 
Wealth expos'd thee to the Attempts of more dangerous and 
bloody Villains? have thy unquiet Slumbers been interrupt- 
ed by the apprehenſion bf, nightly Aſſaults, ſuch as have ter- 
rify'd, and perhaps ruin'd ſome of thy unfortunate Netghbours; 
Learn from hence duly to eſteem and promote thoſe uſeful 


Charities, which remove ſuch peſts of human Society into 


Priſons and Work-houſes, and train up your Youths in the 


ways of Diligence, who would otherwiſe take the ſame de- 


ſperate Courſes : which reform the Stubborn by Correction, 


and the Idle by hard Labour; and would, if carry'd to that 


Perfection of which they are capable, ſo a great way towards 
making Life more comfortable than now it is, and Property 
it ſell more valuable. | | 


| Theſe are the ſeveral ways of Beneficence, which you 80 - 
now call'd upon to practice. Many Arguments might be 


urg d, to induce you to it: but I am ſenſible, I detain you 
too long; and therefore, fhall uſe but one; however, ſuch 
an one, as is equal to many, and cannot but have great weight 


with all that call themſelves Chriſtians. It is this That 


our Bleſſed Saviour went before us, in the practice of every 


one of theſe Four Inſtances of well doing, which I have now 


recommended to you. eee | 
His Compaſſion and Benignity towards little Children is 
obſery'd by all the Evangeliſts ; and with ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, as ſhew, that be laid great ſtreſs upon this kind of Cha- 
rity, and did;. in a peculiar manner, recommend it to all 


his Followers. For, when hz Diſciples rebuked thoſe, who 


brought young Children unto him, he was much diſpleas'd, 
and 


or (if that cannot be done) towards ſupporting them ſor " 


— 
— 


een 


8 5 


ee 2a, Mc eo 


2 
er 


| 


- 
* 5 


2 


0 0 


| 


Dd ww Dr. t 


- 2 
* fk N N 17 


_ = 
t * 7 . 
* . 2 #* 1 «i 
> 6 — bj 1 
iC - I Pe _ = = 4 Y — 1 
1 1 y — I, Y s \ > \ _— Py l - LE 
U I 5 $ - * * * 1 
Y bs - \ r —— z in 
\ , _ ö 2 


OP] (15 * 
ly, I ſay unto you , Wheſoever ſhall wot receive the King das 
of God, as à little Child, he ſhall not enter therein; Aud he 
took them up in bis Arms, put bu Hands upon them, and 22 


fedthem. Mark 10. 13, 14, 15, 16. It wasitnpoſſible for: 


bim to have ſhew'd a greater Tenderneſs and Concern ſor 
the Infant State, than by what he ſaid, and did, on this Oc- 

caſion. And leſt, we ſhould ſtill be apt to diſdain ſuch hum- 
ble Offices, and not to think them of Importance ſuffic'æ 
ent to employ our Thoughts; he farther aſſures us, that the 

Care of theſe little ones is committed to miniftring Spirits, 
who attend continually on this very Thing 1 ſay unto you, 

that in Heaven their Angels do always bebold the Face of my_ 
Father which j in Heaven. Mat. xviii. 10. And we can-- 
not ſurely think it beneath us, to ſhare with thoſe glorious 

Beings, in ſuch an Adminiſtration „tos ue 


As to the Cure of the Diſeas?d, the Maim'd and the Inform, 
it was his familiar and every Day's Employment; 7 muſt. 
work the works of bim that ſent me (lays he, in relation to 
theſe very Cures ) hi it x Day ; The Night cometh, when 
no Man can work: John ix. 4 and, therefore, the very 


laſt Miracle he did, befote his Day of working expird ; 


and he left this World, was, the healing the Ear of the high -_ 
Prieſt's Servant, whom St. Peter had wo unde. 

His Compaſſion towards the Diffrafted and Lunatick, ap- 
pears in divers Inſtances : tor ſuch many of thoſe Demoniacks, 
ſeem to have been, whom he heaP'd in great Numbers. The 


Deſcriptions, which the Evangeliſts give of theſe wretched 
Objects, and of the ſeveral Symptoms with which their Ma- 
ladies were attended, are very particular and moving; and 


ſhew, that both our bleſſed Lord, and the Holy Pen- men 


of his Story, were deeply affected with them. Hear the Ac 


count given by St. Mark, of one Inſtance of this kind; rhe 
Man with an unclean Spirit, whoſe Name was Legion! He 
bad bu dwelling among the Tombs, and no Man could bind 
bim, no not with Chains; becauſe be had been often bound with 
Fetters and Chains, and the Chains had been pluck d aſunder 


by bim, and the Fetters broken in pieces; neither could /t 


Man 
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ib Stonen Our Saviour took pit on him; and. de lin 
him ſoonaſterwards 275 ga Feet, ar and in hi 
right ind; Mark vi 2, 81 2436141 nene 

Nay, he birhfelf was * 2 us 2 Patain elf of 1 
ſevere Charity which conſiſts in Cobporal Puniſhment aud 
Correion. r when he ſaw the outwatd Court afabe; 
Temple profan d by ungodly Merchandize, Ee, who wege 
Vireknef. and Mildneſs it ſelf, made a Scuurge of ſmall Cords, 


and my g TIA buyers and ſellers ont of the Tem pit and oer 


t bre tbeir Tables. Jahn xi. 15. This be expreſly (ſaid to 
have done, att wo ſeveral Paſſouers; and with ſo remarkable 
a degree of holy Warmth and Indignation, as made his Diff 
ciples apply to him what the — bad; Ladin be Sa¹α 
rhine Houſe hath eaten me ap Jdhn vi. 1½ẽꝓV85. 18 
Lou fee, Brèthren, what a Divine Warrant be 
abounding in all thoſe Offices of :Chatity, which are thia day 
propos d to you; and which the Saviour of the World did nut 
himſelf in Perſon diſdain ta exerciſe. ¶ vbertfere, there be 
Conflation in brit, if any Comfort of Lowe, e fee 
of the Spirit; ifany Bowels, and Aaercies; fulfil e Phil, xi. I. 
the work to which ye art invited and appvitied ; Loot not 
every Man on. bai ewnthings, but every Man alſo em thethingt 
of. another . Let tha Mind bt in ho, 3 alſo in Chriſt 
Jeſus; Ib. iv.. who did (as you have heard) in vet 
Inſtance what you are exliotted ta do; and, by fo.dongele 
tan Example, that we ſhiuld follszv bis S! Let us Jock 
»$ to him, not only as the Aut bun and Fins of our Faith, 
but as the perfect Rule and Meaſure of our Obedience 3 ef 
membring and applying, thoſe few; but Emphatical Wardp 
wh which he concludes the Parable! of the gaod Samaritan, 
from hence my Text isl taken; G 0 a 8 
which God of his infinite Mercy <a . N 
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Ane Bim. And always," night and FR Wi | 
Mountain; \andin the Tombs, crying, and cul ting be | 


